'■^rpi-^t>>-^>-' ' "-^^^'^ Docket No.: 071 7-0520P 

Reply dated October 28, 201 0 Pas^e 8 of ; 3 

Reply to <:)iTK-.e Actios? of jiisy 28, 2010 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-25 ai-e pendmg in the application. Claims 9 and 19-25 have been withdj-awa 
from consideration. 



V V MS o'lo 0-1 b; have been rejected inider 35 U.S XI § .1 12, &st paragniph, 
bt.causo *bv "a f^rst opening provided between the pair of first frame portions and the pair of 
sccord ra^ c portion*;' imitation is considered new niatter. 

The Examiner alleges that the recitation foregoing limitation is considered new niatter by 
referring to page 5, lines 23-24 of the specification, which states that "the first opening is 
provided betVv'een the pair of first portions," and page 6, lines 9-10, which states that "a second 
opening provided between tlie pair of second frame portions." 

The Examiner appears to have interpreted the claimed "first opening" to correspond to 
eonCi - r X Ji, ^ <; -s | \ c mo ^ x-^ i-^^r ^ t ^\\ ~ a 

< uSu. Ovv s ! e s f^.., ^ ^ ! Pt^n 46 1.- V 2 c I ''j'.t. ca c. ^ . 

*\is ckniu^ Aro^*ht, f.-si cpvt \pp <. a. ^s ro tn^ v <• e R.v.-'^ \ f m .'.y ^ 2 s 
c"ieidnit.x. i vte.e made *o page 46, parag^apL begirnirg at sine ^ of i*ie spec iv.atio^ to read 



^ ^ /oi ta '\ j <m the c^ir suppor* laris -tl ^or transpcation mpu >^<x adof (i\ 
o v.at.x^ . a c uOx c V "u ne.a. -(m is tLe irsr opeu'rg, ana rofc-'-u-cc nux^ca ^Ob is thw si.<.ond 
opening. 
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The claimed "a first opening provided between tiie pair of first fraine portions and tile 
pair of second frame portions" limitation is merely directed to the ilrst opening 40a shoxMi in 
Fig. 9 A and not the lirsi opening portion 41 a. 

In view of this, Applicants believe that the "a first opening provided benveen the pair of 
first frame portions and the pair of second fram e portions" limitation is not new matter. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this rejection, 

(b) Clain^s 1-8 and 10-18 have been rejected under 35 IJ.S.C. § 112, as being 
indefinite .(or faihng to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regiirds as the invention. 

As stated in the tbregoing, the claimed "fli^t opening" is directed to tlie first opening 40a 
and not to the first opening portion 41 a as interpreted by the Examiner. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and witlidraw this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 3, 6, and 18 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Murphy CUSP 5,103,976). 'This rejection is respectliilly traversed. 

Claim 1 has been amended to claim: 

at least one support member provided along the first opening joining the pair of 
first frame portions svith each oilier and''or joining the pair of second .(i-arne portions svith 
each other for supporting tiie support element. 

to clari fy that the "supporting member" is not joining the pair of .first frame portions with tlie pair 

of second trajne portions. 

Claim 1 of the present application corresponds to the embodiTnents of tlie present 
application as follows; 
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A subvStxate accoiDmodating iiay (40) for accomiuodating a substrate, the substrate 
accommodating tray comprising: 

a liame (42) including a pair of first frame portions (not explicitly laljeled but 
retsn-ing to the tr&me portions on the top third of the left hand side of the trams 42 and 
the irame poition on the top third of the ri^t hand side of the fraiBe 42) facing each 
otiisr (see page 9, Unes 10-16 of the specification) and a pair of second frame portions 
(not expliciHy labeled bur referring to the irame portion on the bottom third of the left 
hand side of the trarne 42 and the frame portion on tlie bottom third of the right hand side 
of the fraine 42) facing each other (see page 9, lines 10-16 of the specification; 

a plate-like support element (support plate 41) provided in an area sxirroujided by 
the frame for supporting the substrate, the support element having a fmt opening C40a) 
provided bet^veen the pair of first fr-ame portions imd xhs pair of second frame portions, 
wherein the first opening penetrates through the entire support element irom a first side 
(the top side Vv'ben considering a view of the tray similar to that of Fig, 1 or 11) of the 
suppoit element to a second side (the bottom side when considering a view of the tray 
similar to that of Fig. 1 or 1 1} of the support element opposite the first side, the first side 
of the support element for placing the substrate (12) on; and 

at least one support member' (either/both 13 of Fig. 9a) provided along the iirst opening 
MlAmg the pair of first itame portions with each other and' br joining the pair of second fr-ame 
portions with each other for supporting the support element. 

Applicants respectfully submit that the claimed invention distinguishes over the Murphy 
reference at least with regard to the following aspects. 
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(1) The cross beam/intermediate centre beam 32 of Murphy is not "a plats4ike 
support element" as recited in claim 1 . A beani is not "plate-like." 

(2) The beam 32 has a slot 94. However, tliis slot does not correspond to tlie claimed 
"opening," but rather to a recess. 

In addition, the slot 94 is not "provided betv^'een the pair of first frame portions aiid the 
pair of second frame portion," but rather between the storage pocket areas 36 and 37 of Murphy 
(which the Exajniner is equating with the claimed "pair of lirst frame portions). 

Moreover, the slot 94 does not penetrate "through the entire suppon element from a tlrst 
side of tlie element to a second side of the suppon elenieni opposite the first side, the first side of 
the support element tor placing the substrate on." 

The slot 94 appears to penetrate the beaiti 32 in a horizontal direction, i.e., it appears tliat 
it can be said that it penetrates the beam from a first side of the beam 32 to a second side of this 
beam, .^ilowever, Apphcants submit that it cannot be said that there is a disclosure in Mmphy of 
either of these sides of the beain 32 being for placing the substrate on. Given the configuration of 
the invention of Murphy, this is simply not possible. 

(3) I'he center beam 31 of Murphy does not correspond to the claimed "suppon 
member." The beanv 31 does not run along "tlie first opening," i.e., along the side of a slot 94. In 
tact, it nms perpendicular to the slot 94 and some distance from it. 

In view of the above comparison between the clain-s,ed invention, and the Murphy 
reference. Applicants believe that claim 1 of present application clear-ly distinguishes over 
Mmphy, 

Claims 3, 6, and 18, dependent on claim L are allowable at least for their dependency on 
claim i. 
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The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

(a) Claim 2 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being mipatentsble over 
Murphy. This rejection is respect&lly traversed, 

ClaiBi 2, dependent on claim 1 , is allowable at least for its dependency on claim 1 . 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this reicction. 

(b) Claim 4 has hem rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Marphy in view of Oceguchi (IP 10,007,171). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Clahn 4, dependent on claim K is allowable at least for iis dependency on claim. 1, 
The Examiner is respectfally requested to reconsider and withdraw this rejection. 

(c) Clai.m 5 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mnn^hy in view of Thomas el al. (USP 6,227,372). This rejection is respectfully ti-ayersed. 

Claim 5, dependent on claim 1, is allowable at least for its dependency on claim 1 . 
The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw this rejection. 

Ciaims 7-8 a nd 10 -17 

In the Office .Action dated February 26, 2010, claims 7-8 and 10-17 have been indicated 
as including allowable subject matter. However, in the Office Action dated July 28, 2010, these 
c a.m«5 b«.c». >eievUu unce 35 U S C y]2. %ht and second paragraphs. 

N - w be rcjectiors under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 should be withdrawn at least 

^ V S . V. It t.goiig 

-V. e», wia x}\ ' ->5 aiu 1^-1 X ar oussi-v dependent on claim 1, are allowable at least for 



A favorable determination by the Exasniner -and allovvascs of these claims is earnestly 
solicited. 

CONCLUSION 

Accordingly, in view of the above amendments and remarks, reconsideration of the 
rejections and aliovs^ancc of the pending claiins in the present application are res|.>ectfuiiy requested. 

The Examiner is re^pectiully requested to enter this AitseTidinent After Final in that it 
raises no new issues. Aitematively, the Examiner is respectfully requested to enter this 
.Amendment After Final in that it places the application in better form for Appeal, 

Sb^-vJd tbe'-e b. ari_\ cuisianding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
applicatio.n, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact .Maki Hatsumi, ilegistration No. 
40417 at the telephone number of the undersigned below to conduct an. intendew m an effort to 
expedite prosecution in connection with tlie present application. 

If necessary, the Director is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and tlmrc replies to 
charge any fees required during tlie pendency of tlie above-identified application or credit any 
ove£|>aym.eni to Deposit Accouiit No. 02-2448. 

Dated: October 28 , 2010 Respectfully submitted, 
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